
HB 308 - passed and has been signed by the governor.  This is effective immediately and  now 

requires a wearable person flotation device on board all vessels including any form of paddlecraft.  

It also extends the requirement that individuals under 13 years of age must wear a wearable 

personal flotation device for any vessel under 26 feet in length when underway.  This means 

paddlecrafts and sailboats as well. 

 

Section 31.066.  LIFE PRESERVING DEVICES.   

(a)  A motorboat, including a motorboat carrying passengers for hire, must carry at least one 

wearable personal flotation device of the sort prescribed by the regulations of the commandant of 

the Coast Guard for each person on board, so placed as to be readily accessible. 

(b)  The operator of a motorboat less than 26 feet in length, while underway, shall require every 

passenger under 13 years of age to wear a wearable personal flotation device of the sort 

prescribed by the regulations of the commandant of the Coast Guard.  A life belt or ring buoy 

does not satisfy this requirement. 

(c)  A person may not operate a recreational vessel 16 feet or more in length unless the vessel is 

equipped with: 

(1)  the number of wearable personal flotation devices required under Subsection (a); and 

(2)  additionally, at least one immediately accessible Type IV throwable flotation device 

of the sort prescribed by the regulations of the commandant of the Coast Guard. 

(d)  A person under 13 years of age on board a vessel described by Section 31.073(a) or (b) must 

wear a wearable personal flotation device of the sort prescribed by the commandant of the Coast Guard 

while the vessel is under way. 

(e)  An adult operator of a vessel described by Section 31.073 may not permit a person under 13 

years of age to be on board the vessel while the vessel is under way if the person under 13 years 

of age is not wearing a wearable personal flotation device required by Subsection (d). 



Sec. 31.073.  CANOES, PUNTS, ROWBOATS, SAILBOATS, RUBBER RAFTS, RACING 

SHELLS, ROWING SCULLS, KAYAKS, AND OTHER PADDLE CRAFT; EQUIPMENT 

EXEMPTIONS. 

(a)  All canoes, kayaks, punts, rowboats, sailboats, [and] rubber rafts, and other paddle craft when 

paddled, poled, oared, or windblown are exempt from all safety equipment requirements except each 

vessel must have the following: 

(1)  one Coast Guard approved wearable personal flotation device for each person aboard; 

and 

(2)  the lights prescribed by the commandant of the Coast Guard for vessels and required 

under Section 31.064. 

(a-1)  Notwithstanding Subsection (a), a vessel described by that subsection, except a canoe or 

kayak, that is 16 feet or more in length must be equipped with at least one Type IV personal 

flotation device of the sort prescribed by the regulations of the commandant of the Coast Guard. 

(b)  Racing shells, rowing sculls, and racing kayaks while participating in or practicing for an 

officially sanctioned race are exempt from all safety equipment requirements except the lights 

prescribed by the commandant of the Coast Guard for vessels and required under Section 31.064. 

 


